San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
AFT 6157-R Fall Membership Meeting, Retiree Chapter
Thursday December 7, 2023
Walter Soellner’s Home

Attendees: In person: Paul Fong, Walt Soellner, Kathy Jasper, Alice Gosak, Leslie Rice, Ron
Levesque
On Zoom: Patrick Butler

After calling the meeting to order, we all share why we join the Retiree chapter.

Elections
Walt was elected to continue in his role as Vice-president and Leslie Rice was elected as
treasurer replacing Ron Levesque. Both ran unopposed.

Other Reports

Paul reported on the CFT’s Council of Retired Members. He said AFT 2121 in San Francisco has
membership dues taken our of their STRS, so it is before taxes. We are going to look into that
possibility.

Paul reported on the South Bay Labor Council work in getting prepared for the upcoming
elections. He reported that we have a labor friendly city council although the mayor is not.
Kathy is running for a seat on the board of the Labor Council. Paul supported her with a list of
affiliates.

Treasurer’s Report
Ron reported our accounts are UBB: $6,022 and Fidelity $39,233.40. The full treasurer’s
report is available on the website.

Ron mailed in $480 of nine membership checks which the bank never received. Ron worked
diligently to try to track down the checks. He has contacted the people involved and the checks
have not been cashed. He is still working on a solution for that.

Ron says we have about 40 paying members, 3 part-timers.

Honoring Founding Members

The Board honored our founders. Ron presented our founding members with plagues
recognizing the work they did to start our organization. The honorees are: Alice Gosak, Walt
Soellner, Bill Jacobs and George Forrester.



Retiree Chapter Support Services

Yuen Designs will not work with us after this final Fall newsletter. CFT has agreed to host our
website and will move it for free. Jory Segal has agreed to work at $50 an hour to maintain our
website and write our newsletter, which is what she gets paid working with AFT 6157. We will
continue to work to make the changes in January.

Jessica Breheny reported on the state of AFT 6157. They finished negotiations after a grueling
10 months. They got 100% Kaiser health care for part-time teachers with 40% or more load and
partial coverage for their families. They got a 13% raise over the next 3 years. They don’t
cancel classes unless they are less than 40% and they got 76% parity for part-timers. She
mentioned that Kathy Jasper is running to replace her on the Labor Council Board.

Patrick Butler reported that the board that there is still a lack of transparency on the RBOA. He
is concerned by the huge fund management fee being paid to Keenan Associates, Morgan
Stanley, and Futuris. The District Office also gets money from this fund. Patrick wants to know
how this money is being spent.

Kathy reported that work to repeal the Windfall Elimination Provision and Government Pension
Offset continues. CFT’s resolution to oppose the privatization of Medicare was attached to the
minutes. There is a big concern about private organizations are allowed to make up 40% of
profit, while the program run by the government has only 2% overhead. Kathy asked the board
members to brainstorm ideas for activities for our group.

Ron reminded us to get our articles in for the newsletter.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:08 PM.



