San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers, Retiree Chapter, AFT
6157R Zoom Member Meeting 4/3/2025 Minutes

Final Draft

Attendees: Paul Fong, Jessica Breheny, Leslie Rice, Kathy Jasper,
Patrick Butler, Jim Potterton, Margaret Muench, Jimmy Kelly, Anthony
Price and David Yancey

Paul welcomed the group, and we introduced ourselves.

Social Security Fairness Act

Members shared how they or people they know have received amounts of
money deposited into their bank accounts due to the Social Security
Fairness Act passed in January 2025. This was a bipartisan effort in the
House and Senate. Leslie encouraged everyone to make an appointment
with Social Security to find out their situation. You can do this online or by
phone. Retirees might also be eligible for spousal and/or survivor benefits.

(Added on 4/14/2025: Kathy Jasper does not qualify for Social Security
herself because she does not have 40 quarters. But, on 4/14/25, she had
her social security appointment to discuss spousal benefits. She was
delighted to find out that she will be receiving an additional almost
$1,900/month, and that it is retroactive for six months.)

Retirement Board of Authority
Jessica, Patrick and David reported that there was very little movement.

Jessica reported that Keenan and Associates have been managing the
fund and taking a huge cut. It is to their advantage to not pay anything out
of the fund because they get paid according to the amount in the fund.
She suggested we look for a less expensive fund manager.



The fund has about $40 million in it and it can only be used for retirees
employed before 1983 or for a bridge to retirement for those who want to
retire before 65 (see current AFT 6157 contract for details). There are
about 210 members including certified, classified and management (as of
the last report). It was reported that when a member dies, his/her spouse
is no longer eligible for health benefits paid by the district. A member
reported that a district HR representative said that it is one of the saddest
calls she has had to make to notify the grieving spouse that they are no
longer covered.

Jessica said Patrick would set up a meeting with the Chancellor and
include Board Member Tony Alexander. The meeting would discuss the
history of medical benefits for retired faculty and the health of the ROBA
Trust.

Anthony Prince, new AFT 6157 Director, said he would carefully study
the Retiree Contract.

California Federation of Teachers Convention, San Diego, 2025

Leslie attended this Union Convention in San Diego from March 14t-16™,
Two Resolutions passed from the retirement committee. One was to allow
part-time community college faculty to have the option to participate in
Social Security. And another resolution passed that opposes the
privatization of Social Security and also supports efforts made to stabilize
the system.

If you would like a copy of all resolutions and amendments, please send an
email to lesliertravel2025@gmail.com.

You can hear CFT President Jeff Freitas’ State of the Union
https://youtu.be/gux6ADjo2bY

You can hear a part of AFT President Randi Weingarten’s speech
https://www.instagram.com/aftunion/reel/DHPf3DtvOH5/ and read




a current article: https://www.aft.org/column/robbing-peter-pay-
elons-tax cuts

Leslie’s PPT Summary of the Convention will be posted on our AFT 6157R
website.

Leslie highlighted the importance of working with other organizations like
CARA (California Alliance of Retired Americans) and www.fiftyfifty.one.

Leslie has also been phone banking for CARA over the last two weeks.
Our focus is to stop cuts to Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.
Please remember that if you are a member of AFT6157R, you can become
a member of CARA for free. We have an organization membership.

Announcements

Our membership picnic is on May 2" at Aimaden Lake Park at the
Graystone Area at noon.

CalRTA (California Retired Teachers Association) meets once a month on
the second Friday of the month. Contact kathyjasper@yahoo.com for
more information.

Leslie encourages everyone to pay their dues for 2025. Last year, we had
about 40 paid members; this year, her personal goal is 50. You can pay
online at www.aft6157r.org OR by mailing a check to Leslie Rice, AFT
6157R Treasurer, 40401 Citrus Drive, Fremont, CA 94538. You can also
bring a check to the picnic. Please make the check out to AFT 6157R.
NEW LOWER DUES are $30 FT and $10 Associate.
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