
San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers, Retiree Chapter AFT6157R 

Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

February 27, 2026 

Attendees: Paul Fong, Walter Soellner, Leslie Rice, and Kathy Jasper 

The meeting was held at noon at Aqui restaurant in Willow Glen. 

Old Business: 

Kathy is to send the 2025 minutes to the board for approval, then Leslie will ask 
Sue to put them on the website.   

Leslie reported we have $2,530 in our checking account and $52. 833 in our 
Fidelity Investment account as of February 26, 2026.  Total in both accounts 
$55,413.69.  See treasurer’s report for details.   

On membership, Leslie reported we had 40 paid members in 2024 and 43 members 
in 2025.   

New Business: 

Spring Event: We decided to have a Spring Picnic at Almaden Lake Park on 
Friday, May 15th. 

Guest policy: Any teacher, counselor, librarian, or former member of the 
AFT6157 bargaining unit, paid or unpaid, is welcome at our events.  Members are 
allowed to bring a guest for free to the two annual Retiree group sponsored events. 

Newsletter: April 1st is the deadline to get newsletter articles to Leslie.   Possible 
topics are: 

1. Article about Barry Del Buono.   
2. Charles Heimler will write about learning a second Language. 
3. Kathy will write an article on the Prop 55 Extension (Kathy will send Leslie 

some signatures forms) 
4. Paul will write the President Sez (including report from Council of Retirees) 
5. Leslie’s report on CARA 
6. Walter will reach out to Rose Higashi to get a poem. 



Kathy will send our retirees a Save the Date announcement for the picnic and 
ask members for articles for the newsletter.   

South Bay Labor Council: We approved $1,000 to support the political 
activities of the South Bay Labor Council by buying four tickets to their 
fundraising brunch on March 21st.  Paul Fong, Walt Soellner, Leslie Rice and 
Kathy Jasper are scheduled to attend.   

Kathy reported that she is no longer on the board of the South Bay Labor 
Council, but she is still attending the monthly meetings and many activities.  
The labor council is busy interviewing local candidates for city, county, and 
state offices as well as school boards.   The council wants to make sure we 
support candidates who will represent the interests of teachers and other 
working people. 

Getting Members Engaged: We talked about getting our members more 
engaged politically through phone banking or other political activities. 

CFT’s Retirement Policy Committee: Kathy attends an in-person meeting 
once a year and meets on Zoom three times a year.  This committee is very 
concerned about the privatization of Medicare and private equity. These 
meetings are paid for by CFT.  This is one way members can give input for the 
CFT’s legislative agenda. This appointment for this committee is for two years. 
Kathy will serve for one more year after this. 

CFT’s Council of Retired Members: This Council is not to be confused with 
The Retirement Policy Committee. The president or his designee is to attend 
this meeting. Our retiree group covers the expenses for this. Paul will attend the 
CFT State Council Summit at the Anaheim Hilton Hotel, on Thursday and 
Friday March 19th and 20th.  The Board approved paying for his expenses.  


